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ABSTRACT

Background. In foreign policy, geostrategies are employed to help a nation overcome
international obstacles and uphold its objectives.

Research Purpose. This research examines geostrategy for a country’s international policy.
Research Method. This study uses a literature study method with a qualitative-descriptive
approach. The study focuses on how nations develop their geostrategies, the internal and
external variables that affect foreign policy, and the intimate connection between
geopolitical strategies and state goals in terms of social, political, economic, and security.
Findings. Reasonable and adaptable geostrategic tactics enable a country to respond
effectively to global dynamics, whether political, economic, or security. With a flexible and
realistic strategy, a country can strengthen its bargaining position on the international stage,
build mutually beneficial cooperation, and minimize the potential for conflict. Ultimately,
the implementation of adaptive geostrategy plays a crucial role in maintaining national
stability while promoting prosperity and sustainable development.

Conclusion. It is envisaged that this research would aid in our comprehension of geostrategy
dynamics and provide a useful framework for international policy-making.

Keywords: Geostrategy, Geopolitical Theory, International Policy, International Relations,
National Interests.

BACKGROUND

In the era of globalization, geostrategies have become increasingly important for
countries to promote their national interests and increase their influence in the international
arena. Geostrategy is a concept used to analyze and understand the relationship between a
country's political, economic, and military power and its geographical environment.[1]. In
the context of foreign policy, geostrategy is very important because it can help a country
achieve its national interests and enhance its position in the international arena.

The history of geostrategy can be traced back to the 19th century, when geographers
and political scientists began to study the relationship between political power and the
geographical environment[2,3]. During the Cold War, geostrategy became very important in
the context of competition between the Western and Eastern blocs. Today, geostrategy is
still used by countries to achieve their national interests and enhance their position in the
international arena.

A country's geostrategy is influenced by various factors, including geographical
conditions, political and economic power, relations with other countries, and global issues
such as climate change and cybersecurity[4]. Therefore, geopolitical strategies must be
designed with these factors in mind to achieve a country's foreign policy objectives.
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In the context of foreign policy, geostrategies can be used to enhance national
security, increase political influence in the international arena, improve economic welfare,
and improve the quality of life of citizens[5,6]. Geopolitical strategies can also be used to
address global challenges such as climate change, cybersecurity, and international trade.
Therefore, geostrategy is one of the important factors in determining a country's foreign
policy. Thus, a good understanding of geostrategy is very important for foreign policy
makers to achieve a country's foreign policy objectives.

Most existing studies on geostrategy tend to focus on classical power competition,
such as military strength, territorial control, and balance-of-power dynamics among major
states. These approaches often treat geostrategy as a static concept, emphasizing geographic
determinism and traditional security considerations while paying limited attention to rapid
global changes.

The novelty of this research lies in its integrative and adaptive perspective, which
reconceptualizes geostrategy as a dynamic policy framework that aligns geography with
contemporary international challenges. Unlike previous studies, this research explicitly links
geostrategy to non-traditional dimensions of international policy, including economic
interdependence, technological transformation, environmental security, and global
governance[7]. Furthermore, this study introduces an adaptability-based geostrategic model,
arguing that a country’s international policy effectiveness increasingly depends on its ability
to adjust strategies in response to shifting geopolitical landscapes, multipolar power
structures, and transnational threats. This approach fills a critical gap in the literature by
moving beyond major-power analysis and offering insights applicable to middle and
emerging states, which are often underrepresented in geostrategic research.

By positioning geostrategy not merely as a tool of power projection but as an
instrument for maintaining stability, enhancing international cooperation, and promoting
sustainable national interests, this research provides a novel theoretical and practical
contribution to the study of international relations and foreign policy strategy. This research
aimed to examine geostrategy for a country’s international policy.

RESEARCH METHOD

This study uses a literature study method with a qualitative-descriptive approach.
This method was chosen because the study aims to gain a comprehensive understanding of
Indonesia's geostrategy in dealing with the influence of the global economy on national
security, through an in-depth examination of various scientific sources and relevant policies.
This research is qualitative in nature, with a descriptive-analytical approach.[8]. This
approach is used to describe, analyze, and interpret concepts, theories, and geopolitical and
global economic policies that influence Indonesia's national security.

The data used in this research is secondary data, obtained from various literature
sources, including: 1)textbooks and monographs discussing geopolitics, international
political economy, and national security; 2)relevant national and international scientific
journal articles; 3)official government documents, such as national strategic policies, laws
and regulations, and reports from state institutions related to national security and the
economy; 4)reports from international institutions (e.g., IMF, World Bank, UNDP) and
publications from relevant think tanks; 5)reliable online sources that support research
analysis.

Data collection was carried out through systematic literature searches with the
following steps: 1)determining research keywords, such as Indonesian geopolitics, global
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economy, and national security, 2)selecting literature based on the relevance, credibility, and
recency of the sources, and 3)classifying literature according to the theme and focus of the
research discussion.

Data analysis was conducted qualitatively through the following stages: data
reduction, which is sorting important information relevant to the research focus. Data
presentation, by compiling the results of the literature review systematically and
thematically. Drawing conclusions, through the synthesis of theories, concepts, and policies,
to formulate Indonesia's geostrategy in facing the influence of the global economy on
national security. To ensure data validity, this study uses source triangulation, which
involves comparing information obtained from various literature and official documents to
ensure data consistency and validity.

FINDINGS

The history of geostrategy can be traced back to the 19th century, when geographers
and political scientists began to study the relationship between political power and the
geographical environment. At that time, geostrategy was used to understand how a country's
political and economic power could be influenced by its geographical location. During the
Cold War, geostrategy became very important in the context of competition between the
Western and Eastern blocs[9,10]. Western and Eastern countries used geostrategy to promote
their national interests and increase their influence in the international arena.

Geostrategy can be defined as a systematic and structured plan to achieve a country's
foreign policy objectives. This strategy takes into account various factors, including a
country's political, economic, and military power, as well as its geographical environment
and international relations. Geostrategies can be classified into several types based on the
approach and objectives to be achieved[11]. The following are some commonly used types
of geopolitical strategies:

a. Realistic Strategy: This strategy focuses on a country's military and political power to
achieve its foreign policy objectives. This realistic strategy is often used by countries
that have strategic interests and want to increase their influence in the international
arena.

b. Liberal Strategy: This strategy focuses on international cooperation and trade to
achieve a country's foreign policy objectives. This liberal strategy is often used by
countries that want to improve economic welfare and increase their influence in the
international arena through international cooperation.

e

Critical Strategy: This strategy focuses on critical analysis of a country's political and
economic power to achieve its foreign policy objectives. This critical strategy is often
used by countries that want to increase awareness and understanding of a country's
political and economic power.

d.  Regional Strategy: This strategy focuses on the development and security of a
particular region, such as an economic or security region. This regional strategy is
often used by countries that want to increase their influence in a particular region.

@

Global Strategy: This strategy focuses on developing and securing a country's global
interests, such as energy security or environmental security. This global strategy is
often used by countries that want to increase their influence in the international arena.
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f. Economic Strategy: This strategy focuses on developing a country's economy through

trade, investment, and international economic cooperation. This economic strategy is
often used by countries that want to improve economic welfare and increase their
influence in the international arena.

Security Strategy: This strategy focuses on securing a country from security threats,
such as terrorism or military aggression. This security strategy is often used by
countries that want to improve national security and stability.

Diplomatic Strategy: This strategy focuses on developing a country's diplomatic
relations with other countries to achieve its foreign policy objectives. This diplomatic
strategy 1s often used by countries that want to increase their influence in the
international arena through diplomatic cooperation.

Each type of geostrategy has advantages and disadvantages, and can be used in

various contexts and situations. Therefore, it is important for countries to choose the right
geostrategy to achieve their foreign policy objectives. A country's geostrategy is influenced
by various factors[12,13], including:

a.

Geographical Conditions: A country's geographical location can influence its political
and economic power. Countries with strategic geographical locations can have
advantages in trade and diplomacy.

Political and Economic Power: A country's political and economic power can
influence its ability to promote its national interests in the international arena.

Relations with Other Countries: Diplomatic and economic relations with other
countries can influence a country's geostrategy.

Global Issues: Global issues such as climate change, cybersecurity, and international
trade can influence a country's geostrategy.

In the context of foreign policy, geopolitical strategies can be used to achieve several

objectives, including:

a.

Enhancing National Security: Geopolitical strategies can be used to enhance a
country's national security by promoting its national interests and increasing its
influence in the international arena.

Increasing Political Influence: Geopolitical strategies can be used to increase a
country's political influence in the international arena by promoting its national
interests and building diplomatic relations with other countries.

Improving Economic Welfare: Geopolitical strategies can be used to improve a
country's economic welfare by promoting trade and investment in other countries.

Improving the Quality of Life of Citizens: Geopolitical strategies can be used to
improve the quality of life of a country's citizens by promoting its national interests
and increasing its influence in the international arena.

Plans to address international issues with objectives such as enhancing national and

international security, increasing political influence in the international arena, improving
economic welfare, and improving the quality of life of citizens. The following are examples
of geopolitical plans to address international issues[14]: a) Strategy[15]. Building
International Alliances: Building alliances with other countries to enhance national and
international security. Develop Economic Cooperation: Develop economic cooperation with
other countries to improve economic welfare. Increase Political Influence: Increase political
influence in the international arena through diplomacy and international cooperation.
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Overcome Global Challenges: Overcome global challenges such as climate change, cyber
security, and international trade; b) Tactics[16]. Diplomacy is used to build alliances and
international cooperation. Economic Cooperation, Developing economic cooperation with
other countries to improve economic welfare. Political Influence, Increasing political
influence in the international arena through diplomacy and international cooperation.
National Security, Improving national security through military buildup and international
cooperation; ¢) Implementation. Alliance Building: Building alliances with other countries
to enhance national and international security. Economic Cooperation Development,
developing economic cooperation with other countries to improve economic welfare.
Increasing Political Influence, Increasing political influence in the international arena
through diplomacy and international cooperation. Addressing Global Challenges:
Addressing global challenges such as climate change, cybersecurity, and international trade;
d) Evaluation. Success: Evaluating the success of the geopolitical plan in achieving its
objectives. Failure: Evaluating the failure of the geopolitical plan and finding solutions to
overcome these problems.

A country's foreign policy is influenced by various components, both internal and
external. Here are some examples of components that influence foreign policy: a) Internal
Components[6,17]. Government, Government structure, political systems, and government
policies can influence foreign policy. Economy: A country's economic conditions, including
natural resources, industry, and trade, can influence foreign policy. Society: Public opinion,
interest groups, and civil society organizations can influence foreign policy. History: A
country's historical experiences, including wars, colonialism, and conflicts, can influence
foreign policy. Culture: A country's cultural values, religion, and identity can influence
foreign policy; b) External Components[18]. International, International conditions,
including global political, economic, and security changes, can influence foreign policy.
International organizations such as the United Nations, NATO, and ASEAN can influence
foreign policy. Other Countries: The foreign policies of other countries, including allies and
adversaries, can influence foreign policy. Globalization: The process of globalization,
including trade, investment, and migration, can influence foreign policy. Environment:
Global environmental issues, including climate change and biodiversity, can influence
foreign policy; ¢) Other Components. Technology, Technological developments, including
information and communication technology, can influence foreign policy. Security issues,
including terrorism and cybersecurity, can influence foreign policy. Demographics,
Demographic changes, including population growth and migration, can influence foreign
policy.

DISCUSSIONS
The Relationship Between National Interests and Geostrategy

The relationship between national interests and geostrategy is very close, because a
country's geostrategy is often designed to achieve its national interests. Here are some
examples of the relationship between national interests and geostrategy[12]: a. National
Security: Realist strategies can be used to enhance national security through military
strength; b. Economy: Liberal strategies can be used to improve economic welfare through
international cooperation and trade; c. Politics: Constructivist strategies can be used to
increase political influence through diplomacy and international cooperation; d. Social:
Liberal strategies can be used to improve the quality of life of citizens through international
cooperation and development assistance. A country's geostrategy may change depending on
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changes in its national interests. Therefore, it is important for a country to have a flexible
and adaptive geostrategy to achieve its national interests.

In the era of globalization, geopolitical strategies have become increasingly
important as countries must compete in an increasingly complex international arena.
Geopolitical strategies can be used to promote a country's national interests and increase its
influence in the international arena. Geostrategy is a concept used to analyze and understand
the relationship between a country's political, economic, and military power and its
geographical environment. The characteristics of geostrategy in the era of globalization are
as follows.

1. Complexity: Geostrategy in the era of globalization must take into account the
complexity of international relations, including economic, political, and security
factors.

2. Dynamics: Geopolitical strategies must be able to adapt to rapid changes in the
international environment.

3. Involvement: Geopolitical strategies must involve various actors, including
governments, companies, and international organizations.

4. Technology: Geopolitical strategies must consider the role of technology in
promoting a country's national interests.

The implementation of geopolitical strategies can be carried out in several ways,
including:

1. Diplomacy: Diplomacy can be used to promote a country's national interests and
increase its influence in the international arena.

2. International Cooperation: International cooperation can be used to promote a
country's national interests and increase its influence in the international arena.

3. Economic Development: Economic development can be used to improve a country's
economic welfare and increase its influence in the international arena.

4. National Security: National security can be used to protect a country's national
interests and increase its influence in the international arena.

The impact of geopolitical strategies can be felt in several aspects, including: 1)
Improved National Security: Geopolitical strategies can be used to improve a country's
national security; 2) Increased Political Influence: Geopolitical strategies can be used to
increase a country's political influence in the international arena; 3) Improved Economic
Welfare: Geopolitical strategies can be used to improve a country's economic welfare.

Examples of successful geostrategic cases in several countries include:

a. The United States' Geostrategy during the Cold War: The United States used
geostrategy to promote its national interests and increase its influence in the
international arena during the Cold War. This strategy focused on developing the
military, economic, and political power of the United States, as well as forming
alliances with other countries to confront the Soviet Union[19].

b. China's Geostrategy in the Development of the New Silk Road: China used a
geostrategy to promote its national interests and increase its influence in the
international arena through the development of the New Silk Road. This strategy
focused on developing infrastructure, trade, and economic cooperation with other
countries in Asia and Europe[3].
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. The European Union's Geostrategy in Responding to the Migrant Crisis: The

European Union uses geostrategy to respond to the migrant crisis by increasing
cooperation with other countries, developing effective migration policies, and
improving border security.

The following are examples of unsuccessful cases:

. The Soviet Union's Geostrategy in the Afghan War: The Soviet Union used a

geostrategy to promote its national interests and increase its influence in Afghanistan,
but this strategy was unsuccessful due to strong resistance from the Afghan
mujahideen and support from the United States[20].

. The United States' Geostrategy in the I[raq War: The United States used a geostrategy

to promote its national interests and increase its influence in Iraq, but this strategy
was unsuccessful due to strong resistance from militant groups and political
instability in Iraq[21].

. Russia's Geostrategy in the Ukraine Crisis: Russia used a geostrategy to promote its

national interests and increase its influence in Ukraine, but this strategy was
unsuccessful due to strong resistance from Ukraine and international support for
Ukraine[22].

In each case study, the geopolitical strategies employed have advantages and

disadvantages, and are influenced by various factors such as political, economic, and military
power, as well as the geographical environment and international relations. Therefore, it is
important for countries to choose appropriate and effective geopolitical strategies to achieve
their foreign policy objectives. Geostrategy has been the subject of criticism and controversy
in recent decades.[23]. Here are some common criticisms and controversies related to
geostrategy:

a.

Criticism of Imperialism: Some critics argue that geostrategy is often used as a tool
to promote the national interests of one country at the expense of other countries,
which can be considered a form of imperialism.

. Criticism of the Use of Military Force: Geopolitical strategies often involve the use

of military force to achieve foreign policy objectives. However, some critics argue
that the use of military force can cause unnecessary damage and loss of life.

. Criticism of the Neglect of Human Rights: Some critics argue that geopolitical

strategies often neglect human rights and the interests of civil society in an effort to
promote a country's national interests.

. Criticism of Dependence on Natural Resources: Geopolitical strategies often focus

on securing natural and energy resources. However, some critics argue that
dependence on natural resources can lead to instability and conflict.

e. Criticism of Lack of Transparency: Some critics argue that geopolitical strategies are

often carried out in a non-transparent manner, making it difficult for civil society to
understand and criticize a country's foreign policy.

f. Controversy over the Role of the State in Geostrategy: Some critics argue that the role

of the state in geostrategy can be too large, thereby neglecting the interests of civil
society and non-governmental organizations.

Controversy over Environmental Impact: Geopolitical strategies often focus on
securing natural resources and energy, but some critics argue that this can cause
significant environmental damage.
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h. Controversy over the Influence of Globalization: Geopolitical strategies are often
influenced by globalization, but some critics argue that globalization can lead to
economic and social inequality.

In the face of these criticisms and controversies, it is important for countries to
consider various perspectives and develop more effective and responsible geopolitical
strategies. This study is limited by its reliance on secondary sources, which may not fully
capture recent geostrategy developments or real-time strategic decision-making. Existing
geostrategic literature is largely dominated by major power perspectives and traditional
security approaches, thereby offering limited insight into the experiences of developing or
middle states and non-traditional policy dimensions such as economic, technological, and
environmental factors. Additionally, the dynamic nature of international relations may
render some sources contextually outdated, and theoretical frameworks drawn from global
studies may not be entirely applicable to specific national contexts with distinct geostrategy
and ideological characteristics.

CONCLUSION

Geostrategies play a very important role in a country's foreign policy because they serve as
a tool to achieve national interests, both in terms of security, economy, and society. In facing
global challenges such as climate change, cybersecurity, and global economic instability,
countries need an adaptive and flexible geopolitical approach. Research shows that
geostrategy involves long-term planning that includes building alliances, diplomacy,
economic strengthening, and political influence in the international arena. The components
that influence foreign policy come from internal factors (such as economic conditions,
government systems, and culture) and external factors (such as global pressures,
international organizations, and technological developments). National interests and
geostrategy are closely related. Geopolitical strategies are created to meet the needs of a
country to protect its people, improve welfare, and strengthen the country's position in the
international arena. Therefore, a country's success in maintaining its national resilience amid
globalization and international dynamics is highly dependent on the understanding and
application of appropriate geopolitical strategies.
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